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Reports from Matanzas, Cardenas, Isabela de Sagua, and Caibarien. 

Matanzas, Cuba, January 11, 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith the following sanitary 
report of the quarantine district under my command for the week ended 
January 6, 1900 : 

Matanzas. — Fourteen deaths occurred in the city of Matanzas during 
the period covered by this report, showing a mortality of 18.27 per 
thousand. The principal causes of death were as follows: Tubercu- 
losis, 4 ; enteritis, 3 ; other causes, 7. The following cases of an infec- 
tious character were reported : Dysentery, 1 ; diphtheria, 1. One case 
of yellow fever was reported from the military hospital, and as to the 
origin, it appears that the patient contracted the disease while at hos- 
pital. Two vessels were inspected on arrival. Two bills of health 
were issued to foreign vessels. 

Cardenas. — Acting Asst. Surg. Enrique Saez reports that 15 deaths 
occurred in Cardenas during the week, all from general diseases. No 
cases of a contagious character were reported. Ten vessels were 
inspected on arrival ; 2 of these were foreign vessels and 8 coasting 
vessels. Two bills of health were issued to foreign vessels. 

Isabela de Sagua. — Acting Asst. Surg. Pedro Garcia Eiera reports no 
vessels arrived during the week. 

Caibarien. — Acting Asst. Surg. Bernardo Escobar reports that 2 ves- 
sels were inspected on arrival and 2 certificates of inspection issued to 
coasting vessels. No deaths nor case of an infectious character were 
reported during the week. The sanitary condition of the town is excel- 
lent. 

Bespectfully, Felix Garcia, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Matanzas, Cuba, January 16, 1900. 

Sie : I have the honor to submit the following report of the quaran- 
tine district under my command for the week ended January 13, 1900 : 

Matanzas. — Nineteen deaths occurred in the city of Matanzas during 
the period covered by this report, showing a mortality of 24.80 per 
thousand. The principal causes of deaths were as follows : Enteritis, 3 ; 
tuberculosis, 2; malarial fever, 2; atresia, 2; heart disease, 1; pneu- 
monia, 1 ; other causes, 8. The following case of an infectious charac- 
ter was reported : Typhoid fever, 1. Four vessels were inspected on 
arrival. Five bills of health were issued to foreign vessels. Five 
health certificates were issued to persons leaving the island via Havana. 
Four pieces of baggage were inspected and passed. 

Cardenas. — Acting Asst. Surg. Enrique Saez reports 10 deaths occurred 
in Cardenas during the week. The principal causes of deaths were as 
follows : Malarial fever, 2 ; tuberculosis, 1 ; heart disease, 1 ; other 
causes, 6. No cases of a particularly infectious or contagious character 
were reported. Thirteen vessels were inspected on arrival ; 4 of these 
were foreign and 9 coasting vessels. Four bills of health were issued 
to foreign vessels. 

Isabela de Sagua. — Acting Asst. Surg. Pedro Garcia Eiera reports no 
vessels arrived during the week. Two bills of health were issued to 
foreign vessels. 

Caibarien. — Acting Asst. Surg. Bernardo Escobar reports that 6 
deaths occurred in Caibarien during the week. The principal causes 
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■were as follows : Pneumonia, 2 ; malarial fever, 1 ; atresia, 1 ; other 
causes, 2. No case of a particularly infectious or contagious character 
was reported. Six vessels were inspected on arrival ; 3 of these were 
foreign and 3 coasting vessels. Three bills of health- were issued to 
foreign vessels and 3 certificates of inspection to coasting vessels. 
Eespectfully, Felix Garcia, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Reports from Nuevitas and Puerto Padre. 

Nuevitas, Cuba, January 15, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report from this 
station for the week ended January 13, 1900 : Five vessels have arrived 
and 8 bills of health have been issued. There have been 5 deaths, none 
of contagious or infectious disease ; the general health of the town is 
good. Puerto Padre reports 5 vessels arrived and 5 bills of health 
issued and 2 deaths ; sanitary condition good. 

Report from Gibara delayed and I have not heard from the physician 
to whom I wrote in Baracoa offering the inspectorship at that place. 

By the next mail I shall forward special letter reporting diphtheria 
on board a steamship of the Munson Line. 

Eespectfully, Owen W. Stone, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Diphtheria on the steamship Curityba at Nuevitas. 

Nuevitas, Cuba, January 15, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the Curityba, a Munson Line 
steamer, arrived at this port on January 11, 1900, with 3 cases of diph- 
theria on board, 1 case having died the previous day, and been buried 
at sea. The parents of the children state that the first they noticed of 
the disease was when the vessel was one day out from New York, but 
did not think that it was anything serious ; that on the second day they 
reported to the captain of the vessel and at the same time consulted a 
physician, a fellow-passenger, and received some simple remedies ; but 
the physician was unreliable, and the nature of the disease was not rec- 
ognized until the fourth day at sea, when there were several cases in 
the same family. The sickest child was removed to the ship's hospital, 
and the rest of the family placed on the upper deck under canvas. 

The outbreak was in the second-class cabin, and when the family was 
removed from it the stateroom occupied by them was washed with car- 
bolized water and all the other passengers ordered on deck and sulphur 
burned for only one hour. On the night of the fourth day out, 1 of the 
children died, and, as already reported, was buried at sea. There was at 
that time another child in the hospital ; this was removed temporarily, 
and the hospital washed out with carbolized water and fumigated for a 
short time with sulphur, the sick child then returned, and that was the 
situation when I boarded the vessel. I at once had the whole family 
removed to the hospital tents on Cayo Puto and separated the sick 
members of the family from the well, and placed Dr. Ariza in charge. 
One other child died on January 14, and the mother of the children 



